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I've often said that God does 99% of the work and asks us to join in
and do our 1%. God invites us to participate with His grace. The Christian
life has long been compared to a journey, a long distance race, or a moun-
tainous trek. The language of relationships and partnerships may describe

our walk with God.

The Image of Victory
This scripture brings together two images. First, there’s the image of
“victory” or success that comes from the Lord. In once sense, God is the
one who ultimately determines our destiny. Like the old song says, “He’s
got the whole world in His hands.” He also has as our individual lives in
His eyesight.
Because God controls our destiny, He ultimately is in charge of our
outcomes. Psalms 75:6-7 says, “For exaltation comes neither from the east
nor from the west nor from the south. But
¢

So in one sense, God is the Judge: He puts down one, and

exalts another.” As well, Proverbs 16:9 says,
we cannot control

s “The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord
outcomes; that’s

God’s job. Part of the

directs his steps.”

So in one sense, we cannot control out-

reality of life is that
there are other forces,
factors, systems, and
other people’s deci-
sions, just to name a

b D/

few.

comes; that’s God’s job. Part of the reality of
life is that there are other forces, factors, sys-
tems, and people that are out of our control,
such as: environment, organizational hierar-
chy, government structures, global challenges,
and other peoples’ decisions.

But the good news of the Bible is that in

the midst of these “uncontrollable factors,”

there is at the same time an all-powerful Creator God whose full embrace

reaches to the deepest depths and the highest heights. He sees our begin-
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ning, present, and end all at the same time. He simultaneously lives in the
past, present, and future because He is not bound by linear and temporal
time frames. The scriptures say that His love reaches even to the heavens
(Psalm 36:5; Psalm 36:4-6; Psalm 57:10; Psalm 57:9-11; Psalm 108:4). His
love and sovereignty know no boundaries. The ancient Israelites believed
that God was with them even in death and the grave. The psalmist said in
Psalm 139:8 that, “if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.”

God is Sovereign

My point is that in the grand scope of things seen and unseen, God’s
love and power encompasses all. He is the God who sets in motion the
Earth, the planets, and the universe. He establishes their gravitational pulls
and orbits. Colossians 1:16 says, “For by Him all things were created:
things in Heaven and on Earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
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or authorities; all things were created by Him
and for Him.”

At the same time, our God is able to

Life’s victories and
outcomes are ulti-

mately up to Him. Na-
keep his eye on the lone small sparrow (Psalm

84:3; Luke 12:6). He knows the number of
hairs on our heads, and the numbered days
of our lives (Psalm 90:10; Matthew 10:30). the ladder of suc-

He even knew us as a fetus in our mothers cess and descend into
womb (Jeremiah 1:4-5; Psalm 22:9-10; Job  obscurity as He sees
31:1). fie.)”

Nothing comes into our life that does not

tions rise and fall by
His will. Kings climb

ultimately go across God’s proverbial desk, so
to speak. Best of all, when troubling things do happen to us, God promises

to marvelously weave together good things from the bad (Romans 8:28).
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Life’s victories and outcomes are ultimately up to Him. Nations rise
and fall by His will. Kings climb the ladder of success and descend into
obscurity as He sees fit. The same God of the Old Testament is the God of
the New Testament and who is the God of the 21* Century. He is the same

yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).

The Image of Partnership
The second image from this scripture is the picture of someone prepar-
ing a saddle and training a horse. Yes, God wins the battles, but if we don’t
prepare our horse and tighten up our saddle,

there’s not much chance of winning anything,.

(44

He invites us into  [¢’simportant to give the Lord something with

a divine partnership  which to work.

with his plans for our Before riding into battle, men of old took

lives. Whether it’s

solving a problem,

the time to make sure their horses were well
trained and healthy. They spent time prop-
erly fastening their saddles and making sure

preparing for a career _ _
the straps were pulled tight. They honed their

or ministry, or build-
ing a relationship
with someone we
love, it’s imperative
that we do our part

and do all that we

skills. They did the things they knew they had
to do. They were resourceful, diligent, tena-
cious, and responsible. The men were doing
everything that they could to make sure that
they positioned themselves in the place of

greatest potential for success.

an b D/ The wisdom of this proverb is that God

[
is sovereign, but at the same time, He invites
us into a divine partnership with his plans for

our lives. Whether it’s solving a problem, preparing for a career or ministry,

or building a relationship with someone we love, it’s imperative that we do
our part and do all that we can. We must do the hard work, the homework,

and the heart work as we walk in tandem with God’s grace.
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The Language of Relationships

God uses the language of relationship to describe His intentions with
us. He is not interested in being a puppeteer, contrary to many misguided
popular notions circulating about him. God loves doing things together.
He loves being our Father. And fathers take pride in seeing their children
engage in the processes of life, responsibility,
and initiative. Jesuss once-and-for-all sacri-

, _ “Don’t settle for the
fice on Calvary’s cross settled everything. Be-

. first righ r th
cause of Jesus, we have a bridge to the Father. St right answer that

We can now “cross over” and relate to God as ~ €OT€S your way. Keep

forgiven, accepted, and redeemed children. digging- Be diligent-

But now, as dearly loved children, we are in-  Prepare. Sharpen your
vited into a divine partnership. axe. Keep showing up.

God is ultimately in charge of our “vic-  God has called you to
tory” and outcomes. He’s in charge of pro-

be not only fruitful,
but faithful.””

motions and success. We are responsible to
do our part, and to prepare the horse and
saddle the best way we can. We are to do the
very best we can with what we have. And at the same time, we’re encour-
aged to do it with joy, excellence, and initiative. Our 1% involvement
might not be very much in the big picture of things, but in God’s eyes, the

success formula won’t work without us.

A Divine Partnership

The writer of this proverb challenges us to get in the game: Don't punt;
throw deep. He reminds us not to be afraid. Don’t settle for the first right
answer that comes your way. Keep digging. Be diligent. Prepare. Sharpen
your axe. Keep showing up. God has called you to be not only fruitful, but
faithful. Approach the unique situations and challenges you find yourself

in with a spirit of doing your best work with an outstanding spirit.
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When it’s all said and done, and you and I look into the mirror at the
end of the week or back at the challenge we've battled, deep inside, even
if the outcomes don’t turn out like we may have hoped, we will have done
our best and been true to God and ourselves. And if that’s all that God
expects in the end, then that should be good enough for you and for me.

Now let’s go saddle up our horses!





